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Connect with us
Live Streaming
Services are streamed at zedek.
org/streaming and are available 
for a limited time for “on 
demand” viewing.

Public Access Television
TBCN broadcasts our Shabbat 
Services on public access 
television in Hillsborough 
County. Tune in Fridays at 7 
PM to the following channels: 
Frontier Channel 30, Spectrum 
Channel 639, and Comcast 
Channel 20.

Facebook
Find us at facebook.com/
CSZtampa. Follow us to like, 
comment, and share!

YouTube
Watch past services, sermons, 
and more on our YouTube 
channel at youtube.com/
congregationschaaraizedek.

Podcast
Listen to past sermons on 
our podcast by searching for 
Schaarai Zedek on iTunes, 
SoundCloud, Google Play, and 
Stitcher.

eNews
Our weekly eNews email 
goes out Wednesdays with 
updates on upcoming events. 
If you are not receiving email 
communications, please email 
office@zedek.org to let us know.

Carla Markowitz
President

A bimonthly newsletter by 
Congregation Schaarai Zedek

Read the Shofar online: 
www.zedek.org/shofar

Welcome!
We may still be suf-

fering through 
the last dog days 

of summer, but things are 
always cool at Congrega-
tion Schaarai Zedek!

Take a look at our temple 
calendar to see the exten-
sive variety of program 
offerings, including Treats 
on the Town, Torah Study, 
Lunch & Learn, 20s & 30s 
Happy Hour, Game After-

noon, Senior Luncheon, and of course all 
of the meaningful and fulfilling High Holy 
Days services and activities. There is truly 
something for every age group at Schaarai 
Zedek, and the talented staff in our pro-
gramming department and our clergy 

continue to deliver engaging, interesting 
and informative education, entertainment 
and community building activities for 
our congregation. So, pick something that 
interests you and let me know how it goes!

Speaking of the High Holy Days, by 
now you will have received your Torah 
Circle information, and it cannot be over-
stated how important our congregants’ 
donations to Torah Circle are to our oper-
ations and the programming mentioned 
above. Please consider participating in 
Torah Circle and giving back to our syn-
agogue as a thank you to the hard work 
and dedication of our clergy and staff. 
Every one of our 1200+ congregant fami-
lies benefit from your generosity, so thank 
you in advance for your contribution. 
Shanah tovah! •

 Our campers had a blast this summer at Camp Coleman!
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Pirkei Pickleball
Where the Wisdom of Our Ancestors Meets Today’s Hottest Sport

Rabbi Joel Simon

While 
serv-
ing 

as faculty at 
Camp Coleman 
this summer, 
we were given 
the opportu-
nity to create 
an elective for 

the 8th-10th graders, bringing to camp 
something about which we were passion-
ate through which we could teach the 
campers Jewish values. “What,” I asked 
my campers, “could possibly be Jewish 
about pickleball?”

Yes, I’ve recently become hooked on 
America’s fastest growing sport, and I 
took this opportunity to teach the kids 
the basics (building my own makeshift 
court in the center of camp) and the 
Jewish lessons that could inform it.

I began by teaching the concept of 
shatnez, the prohibition of mixing linen 
and cotton, comparing it to pickleball’s 
origin as a combination of tennis, bad-
minton, and table tennis. Just as Rabbi 
Gunther Plaut suggested that shatnez is 
“very strange to us in a post-Darwinian 
age,” we too decided the sport could 
still be kosher in spite of this ancient 

law. (After all, how could a pickle not 
be kosher?!) I went on to teach values 
of patience and sportsmanship we can 
learn from Pirkei Avot, the 2,000-year-
old work of wisdom from the Rabbis, 
but ultimately I settled on the text above 
from the Book of Joel.

“At 42 years old,” I explained, “I literally 
sit in the middle of the pickleball world.”

The kids laughed, probably because 
in the camp environment it was difficult 
to imagine anyone older than me, but 
I continued explaining that the fastest 
growing demographic of players are 
only slightly older than they were, at 
18-34, while the 55+ pickleballers still 
dominate the court.

“In what other active sport,” I asked 
the kids, “can you play your grandpar-
ents, and they would most likely have 
the advantage?”

I went on to teach them the strategy of 
“dinking,” the up-close net game most 
often perfected by the older generation 
of players, leading to frustration in those 
younger players trying to play a faster, 
miniature version of tennis, ignoring the 
finesse of the game.

“The ideal,” I explained utilizing the 
prophecy of Joel, “is to master both parts of 
the game, using the gifts of agility of one’s 
youth next to the strategy and patience that 
comes with the wisdom of age.”

As I spoke of the mingling of the 

generations that can occur on the pick-
leball court, I couldn’t help but think of 
the same occurring within our congrega-
tion’s walls.

One of my greatest joys during our 
High Holy Days and on Friday eve-
nings is seeing different generations of a 
family coming together in our sanctuary, 
finding the comfort of the traditions of 
generations past and embracing the ways 
those traditions have changed in modern 
times. Here, too, the gifts of each gener-
ation can come together, creating a place 
in which we all can learn and teach one 
another different perspectives, engaging 
in a shared experience together.

As we approach these High Holy Days, 
we too will see traditions that have been a 
part of our congregation for decades min-
gled with customs that are becoming our 
tradition, each stemming from the ritual 
that has been ever evolving throughout 
our people’s history. Just as a sport can 
evolve into something new, so too has 
Jewish tradition taken from the modern 
world around it in an ongoing chain of 
change leading us to our Judaism today.

Whether in our sanctuary, on a pick-
leball court, in our homes or out in the 
world, may each generation give to and 
take from the others, learning, growing, 
and continuing to change, as we each 
aspire to evolve into our best selves in 
this new year of 5784. •

Your elders shall dream dreams,
And your youths shall see visions.
Joel 3:1



High Holy Days, Low Holy Days, 
and Everything In Between
Rabbi Michael Weiss

Well, it’s 
that 
time 

of year again! 
The High Holy 
Days come 
around again 
every year with 
our longest 
prayer services 
of the year, 

our stuffiest outfits, and non-stop (often 
agonizing) self-reflection. Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur, for many, are the apex of 
the Jewish calendar and, perhaps, the focus 
of their Jewish lives.

And I get why. The High Holy Days are 
a time to join the larger community in the 
important work of setting the tone for a 
whole new year. The ritual and services 
ask us to commit to profound personal 
change and can serve as a kind of thera-
py for the soul. And, let’s be honest, who 
doesn’t love a huge family break-fast at the 
end of a long Yom Kippur day?

But what if I were to tell you that our 
calendar can be so much more?

The entire year that we begin at Rosh 
Hashanah is punctuated with holiday 
after holiday that draws our attention 

to different issues at different moments 
and helps us experience our Jewish lives 
fully and deeply. With so many holidays 
that are dense with meaning, maybe this 
is the year to try celebrating something 
we haven’t before.

Sukkot
For example, my favorite holiday is not as 
big a deal as it should be because it hap-
pens right after the High Holy Days, when 
even clergy can feel a little “templed out.” 
Once the Gates of Forgiveness close on 
Yom Kippur, Jews around the world head 
to their yards or balconies or lanais and 
build a little hut: a sukkah!

Yes, I am one of those guys who’s really 
into Sukkot. You get to build something 
with your own two hands, enjoy time 
outdoors with family and friends, and 
shake special plants, the lulav and etrog. 
How often do you get to shake a plant at 
God?!?! Well, only during Sukkot.

Sukkot, through dwelling in a fragile 
hut, reminds us of our vulnerability to 
the elements and our reliance on nature’s 
bounty. It asks us to think of people who 
have no home in which to dwell and to 
invite guests, those in need in all kinds of 
ways, to join us in friendship. There are 
so many layers of meaning to Sukkot but 
something is refreshing about a holiday 
we get to spend outside in the fresh air.

This year, like the last, we’ll be hosting 
programs nearly every day of Sukkot and I 
hope you’ll join us. And if you want some 
tips on celebrating your own Sukkot at 
home, give us a call and we’ll be happy to 
give you some building tips!

The Ninth of Adar
Now let’s get a little more obscure. Did 
you know Judaism has a holiday encour-
aging destructive disagreement? Well, 
it’s on the ninth day of the month of 
Adar and, despite being mentioned in 
many rabbinic texts, it seems to have 
not been observed through most of 
Jewish history. But I think we can agree 
that our current age demands a holiday 
asking us to engage in good faith debate 
for the public good.

The ninth of Adar commemorates the 
day on which the once congenial dis-
agreements between the students of Beit 
Hillel and the students of Beit Shammai 
exploded into violence. We are told that 
3,000 students were killed. Some Jewish 
thinkers and organizations have decided 
that this holiday presents an exceptional 
opportunity to talk about how we talk to 
each other and a warning that argument 
can quickly turn to bloodshed when we 
stop arguing for the right reasons. Maybe 
even Schaarai Zedek will celebrate the 
ninth of Adar this year!
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Shabbat
Last, but certainly not least, I wanted to 
mention a holiday that actually trumps 
Yom Kippur in its importance. You may 
be surprised to hear it, but Shabbat is 
considered the Highest of all the Holy 
Days! What makes Shabbat special is that 
it regulates the rhythm of our week, every 
week. We get a chance to reflect and turn 
our attention to that which is truly holy, 
healing, and helpful after a long week of 
giving our labor to others. It’s a day to be 
our truest selves, a rare and precious gift. 
Imagine feeling connected to the Jewish 
world and your Jewish self every single 
week. And you wouldn’t be alone because 
you’ll be lighting candles and singing 
blessings with Jews around the world.

So, as the High Holy Days approach 
and we get our finest clothes and our 
nicest round challahs ready, I ask us all to 
think about the year ahead, to consider 
how the cycle of the Jewish year could 
influence our lives in big ways and small. 
You can try out a holiday you’ve never 
tried before, just as an experiment. I know 
I will because our Jewish knowledge and 
practice can always grow and evolve as we 
grow and evolve. You might find yourself 
delighted by a new holiday so much that 
it could become a part of your calendar. I 
would like to wish you happy holy days, 
high or otherwise! •

The Power of Jewish Teen Engagement: 
Why Should Your Teen Attend 
Fall Kallah?
Naomi Litwak, Director of Youth Programming

Jewish teen engagement plays a pivotal role in shaping 
the future of the Jewish community, instilling a sense of 

identity, pride, and commitment among 
middle and high schoolers.

At Schaarai Zedek, our teens have the 
opportunity to engage with their Judaism 
in many different ways. One of the biggest 
avenues is through our youth groups, 
SchZFTY (high school) and Jr. SchZFTY 

(middle school). SchZFTY gives our teens 
a space to be themselves, explore their 

connection to Judaism, and build a strong 
community of Jewish teens from around Tampa.

Our congregation is part of the larger Reform 
Jewish community, connecting us with 
synagogues from across North America. Part of 
this community is the 19 regions of the North 
American Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY). 

SchZFTY is in NFTY-STR, the Southern Tropical 
Region, comprised of South and Central Florida. 

Twice annually, NFTY-STR hosts a weekend-
long retreat for 8th-12th graders (a “Kallah”).

These weekends are social events with 
opportunities for learning, social action, 
and leadership. They are an excellent 
opportunity to spend time with Sunday 

School and camp friends, as well as meet 
Jewish teens from across Florida. We are so 

excited to announce that we will be hosting NFTY-STR’s Fall 
Kallah at Schaarai Zedek in October!

SchZFTY and NFTY offer a safe and inclusive space where 
teens can explore their connection to Judaism and develop 
a deeper understanding of their identity, fostering a sense 
of pride in their Jewish roots. In addition to individual 
exploration, teens engaged in Jewish communities build 
strong connections and interpersonal relationships. NFTY 
emphasizes the importance of community and connection, 
creating a network of like-minded peers who share common 
values and experiences. Through these connections, teens 
develop lifelong friendships and a sense of belonging that 
extends beyond geographical and cultural boundaries.

For all these reasons and more, we are excited to host 
NFTY-STR’s Fall Kallah here at Schaarai Zedek from October 
20-22, 2023! By providing these teens with meaningful 
experiences, educational opportunities, and a strong sense 
of belonging, we at Schaarai Zedek can create a vibrant and 
lasting impact on the lives of these young participants.

In addition to promoting our teen participation, we also 
need some help from our larger Schaarai Zedek community! 
Fall Kallah will be a “home-hosted” event, meaning we 
are opening our homes for the participants to stay in on 
Friday (October 20) and Saturday (October 21) night. If 
you are interested in hosting a participant, please visit 
www.zedek.org/kallahhousing.

Thank you in advance for your help and support!



New Year, New Programming   
for Active Adults
Break Out of Your Comfort Zone and Try Something New

Lindsey Dewey, Director of 
Engagement & Outreach

The beginning of a new 
year is a time for reflec-
tion and change. Many 

people take stock of what has 
been and look intentionally at 
what can be. They may make 
resolutions to improve them-
selves or their community.

The Jewish New Year, 
Rosh Hashanah, is a time 
for similar ref lection and 
change. However, there is 
one important difference: 
the Jewish tradition does not 
emphasize “all or noth-
ing” resolutions. Instead, 
it encourages us to make 
small, incremental changes 
throughout the year. This is 
because the Jewish tradition 
understands that change is 
a process. It takes time and 
effort to make lasting chang-
es. By making small changes, 
we can gradually transform 
our lives for the better.

As a creature of habit, I 
have always preferred things 
I know, tried and true, tested 
and measured. But this past 

summer, I challenged myself 
to try new things. I wanted 
to see if I could break out 
of my comfort zone and 
create something new for our 
community.

I began by listening to 
feedback from our mem-
bers. I wanted to know what 
they were interested in and 
what they would like to see 
offered. After hearing from 
many people, I put together 
a program year that includes 
something for everyone.

As the Jewish New Year 
approaches, I am excited 
to announce a new slate 
of programming for our 
Active Adult members.

Whether you are a trivia 
buff, a (budding) athlete, 

an art aficionado, or just 
looking for a new group 
of friends, I hope you 
will find something that 
interests you. Our program-
ming will complement our 
already robust calendar of 
events, including Senior 
Luncheons, ROMEOs (and 
Jew-liets), Lunch & Learn, 
and Midday Mussar.

Please join me in explor-
ing all that our Active Adult 
programming has to offer. 
I encourage you to push 
beyond your comfort zone 
and try something new this 
year. You never know who 
you might meet or what you 
might learn. Together, we 
can build a stronger and 
more vibrant community. •
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2023-2024 Schaarai Zedek

ACTIVE ADULTS
Our adult programming is designed to provide you with 
a variety of opportunities to learn, grow, and connect 
with others. Whether you’re interested in exploring local 
museums, playing pickleball, catching a show at the theater, 
or hitting the trails, we have something for everyone.

Our programs are open to adults of all ages and interests.
So come on out and join us for some fun and lifelong learning!

M
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Join us for a free visit to a local museum. We’ll explore 
different exhibits and learn about the history and culture 
of our community. Mondays from 9 AM – 3 PM with bus 
transportation.

November 6, 2023 ........Ringling Museum
February 12, 2024 .........Morean Arts Center
April 8, 2024...................Marie Selby Botanical Gardens P

IC
K

LE
B

A
LL

Join us for a game of pickleball, a fun and active sport 
that is easy to learn but hard to master.
Sundays from 11 AM – 12:30 PM at Tampa Bay Pickleball.

September 10, 2023
October 15, 2023
November 19, 2023
December 17, 2023
January 28, 2024

February 25, 2024
March 17, 2024
April 14, 2024
May 19, 2024
June 9, 2024
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Join us for a fun afternoon where we’ll play a variety 
of board and card games. Thursdays from 1 - 3 PM at 
Schaarai Zedek.

September 7, 2023
October 5, 2023
November 2, 2023
December 7, 2023
January 4, 2024

February 1, 2024
March 7, 2024
April 4, 2024
May 2, 2024
June 6, 2024

TH
EA

TE
R

Get out and see a show with us! We’ll be attending a 
variety of productions throughout the year.

October 26, 2023 ......... Choir of Man at Straz
November 29, 2023 ..... Funny Girl at Straz
January 10, 2024 .......... Morning Matinee with The Florida 

Orchestra at Ruth Eckerd Hall
January 28, 2024.......... Gershwin Celebration with The 

Florida Orchestra at Straz
March 19, 2024 ............. Turandot at St. Petersburg Opera
May 4, 2024 ................... Peter Pan at Straz

C
O

FF
EE

   
TA

LK

The Sandwich Generation: An Opportunity for Adults 
Helping Their Parents with Aging

“Sandwich Generation” is a term used to describe 
middle-aged adults who are caring for both their aging 
parents and their own children. This can be a challenging 
and stressful time, but it can also be an opportunity for 
adults to build closer relationships with their parents and 
children. Wednesdays at 8 AM at Schaarai Zedek.

September 13, 2023
October 11, 2023
November 8, 2023
December 13, 2023
January 10, 2024

February 14, 2024
March 13, 2024
April 10, 2024
May 8, 2024
June 12, 2024

D
A

Y 
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We’ll take you on day trips to local attractions. Mondays 
from 9 AM – 3 PM with bus transportation.

October 9, 2023 ............Tarpon Springs
December 18, 2023 ......Frank Lloyd Wright Tour
March 11, 2024 ..............Bok Tower Gardens
May 6, 2024 ....................Trolley Tour

TR
IV

IA

Test your knowledge against other adults at trivia nights! 
Wednesdays from 7 - 9 PM at The Blind Goat.

November 1, 2023
January 3, 2024

March 6, 2024
May 1, 2024

SH
U

FF
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Take a break from the hustle and bustle of everyday life 
and enjoy a game of shuffleboard. We’ll have courts 
available for all skill levels. $5 per person, Mondays from 
7 - 9 PM at Shuffle in the Heights.

October 16, 2023
December 4, 2023

February 5, 2024
April 1, 2024

PA
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Take a break from your kids and enjoy a night with other 
adults. We’ll provide childcare for your children so you 
can relax and have some fun. Saturdays at 6:30 PM at 
Schaarai Zedek.

October 28, 2023
December 9, 2023
February 3, 2024

March 30, 2024
June 1, 2024

H
IK

IN
G

Get some fresh air and exercise on one of our upcoming 
hikes. We’ll explore different trails in our area and enjoy 
the natural beauty of our surroundings. Saturdays at 10 
AM, meetup at various locations.

November 4, 2023 ........Lettuce Lake Park
January 13, 2024 ...........Hillsborough River State Park
March 16, 2024 ..............Weedon Island Preserve

B
IK

IN
G

We’ll explore different trails in our area and enjoy the 
scenery. Saturdays at 10 AM, meetup at various locations.

December 16, 2023 ......Upper Tampa Bay Trail
February 24, 2024 ........Courtney Campbell Trail
April 13, 2024 .................Flatwoods or Fort DeSoto

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT ZEDEK.ORG OR EMAIL LINDSEY DEWEY AT LDEWEY@ZEDEK.ORG



High Holy Days

Visit www.zedek.org/HHD for updated information!

DATE SERVICE / PROGRAM TIME

Saturday, September 9, 2023 Selichot Dinner
Selichot Program
Selichot Service

6:30 PM
7:30 PM
8:30 PM

Sunday, September 10, 2023 Reverse Tashlich at Ballast Point 9:00 AM

Tuesday, September 12, 2023 20s+30s High Holy Days Happy Hour 6:30 PM

Friday, September 15, 2023 Erev Rosh Hashanah Early Service
Erev Rosh Hashanah Late Service

6:00 PM
8:30 PM

Saturday, September 16, 2023 Rosh Hashanah Early Service
Rosh Hashanah Late Service
Family Service
Baby Blessings
Tot Service
Tashlikh Service at Ballast Point

8:30 AM
11:30 AM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM
3:45 PM
5:00 PM

Friday, September 22, 2023 Shabbat Shuvah Service 7:00 PM

Sunday, September 24, 2023 Woodlawn Cemetery Service
Myrtle Hill Cemetery Service
Kol Nidre Early Service
Kol Nidre Late Service

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
6:00 PM
8:30 PM

Monday, September 25, 2023 Yom Kippur Early Service
Yom Kippur Late Service
Family Service
Open Discussion with Rabbi Birnholz
Tot Service
Afternoon Service led by High School Teens
Yizkor Service
Neilah Service
Break-the-Fast

8:30 AM
11:30 AM
2:15 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM
4:30 PM
5:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM

Friday, September 29, 2023 - 
Thursday, October 5, 2023

Sukkot: Watch for details about joining us at 
Schaarai Zedek in celebration of Sukkot!

Varies

Friday, October 6, 2023 Simchat Torah Shabbat Service 7 PM

STILL IN PROGRESS
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We look forward to welcoming our Schaarai Zedek family and guests as we worship together in our 
sanctuary. Times below are subject to change. We will post updates on www.zedek.org/HHD. Full 

details for all services and events, including links and instructions, were sent via email and postal mail to 
all Congregation Schaarai Zedek members in early August.

If you have questions, please contact the temple office at office@zedek.org or (813) 876-2377.

HIGH HOLY DAYS TICKETS
Each household (in good standing) automatically received 
one complimentary All Services Ticket. This ticket includes all 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services, including our pro-
grams for children and families. To aid us in our preparations, 
kindly inform us of the High Holy Day events or services you 
wish to attend by registering online. We won’t hold you to 
your selection, but we will reserve a spot for you!

If you wish to have your adult children (ages 26 and older) 
or other guests attend our services, please add them on to 
ticket RSVP.

MULTI-ACCESS SERVICES
As always, our services will be live-streamed and available 
to the public at no charge. No registration or password is 
required to access our virtual worship services on Facebook, 
YouTube, Public Access television, and livestreamed on our 
website at www.zedek.org/streaming.

CHILDCARE
Childcare during High Holy Days ticketed services is avail-
able for children between the ages of 18 months and seven 
years old. Please complete the Childcare Request Form on 
the ticket reservation web page. Space is limited and will be 
reserved on a first-come, first-served basis.

DESCR IP TIO N O F SE RVICES

Selichot Dinner, Program, & Service
Saturday, September 9, 6:30 PM 
Join us for dinner and a fascinating program, followed by a 
special service where we change our Torah cover to white for 
the High Holy Days.

Reverse Tashlikh at Ballast Point 
Sunday, September 10, 9 AM
Join Jewish communities around the world in picking up trash 
that has been thrown into our oceans. All ages are invited to join.

Family Services 
Saturday, September 16,  2:30 PM
Monday, September 25,  2:15 PM
Experience a captivating Family Service led by our clergy, 
specially crafted for school-age children and siblings of all ages.

Tot Services 
Saturday, September 16, 3:45 PM
Monday, September 25, 3:30 PM
Celebrate the High Holy Days with families with young 
children (birth through 5 years old and siblings of all ages). 
Engage in captivating stories, uplifting songs, and fun crafts, 
all while learning about the customs and rituals of these 
sacred occasions.

Rosh Hashanah Baby Blessings 
Saturday, September 16, 3:30 PM
Families with babies born between Rosh Hashanah 5783 
(2022) and 5784 (2023), join us for a special Schaarai Zedek 
tradition. Our clergy will bless your babies during a brief 
service on the bimah. Be a part of this meaningful moment 
and embrace the New Year together.

Tashlikh Service at Ballast Point
Saturday, September 16, 5 PM
Experience the beauty of this symbolic ritual as we gather 
at Ballast Point. Together, we will cast away our sins by 
ceremoniously throwing bread crumbs into the water, 
preparing ourselves for Yom Kippur.

Yom Kippur Cemetery Services 
Sunday, September 24, 9 AM & 10 AM 
Join us for Cemetery Services at Woodlawn and Myrtle Hill 
cemeteries. Honor and remember your loved ones as we 
gather for prayers and reflection in a serene setting.

Yom Kippur Open Discussion 
Monday, September 25, 2:30 PM 
Join Rabbi Birnholz for an enlightening discussion on Yom 
Kippur afternoon.

Yom Kippur Afternoon Services 
Monday, September 25, 4:30 PM 
Yom Kippur afternoon services are a time for reflection 
and introspection. The services are also a time for hope 
and renewal when we pray for a new year filled with 
blessings and for a fresh start.

Yom Kippur Break-the-Fast 
Monday, September 25, 6 PM 
Break-the-fast is a joyous occasion shared with family and 
friends. Traditional foods such as challah, bagels, and cream 
cheese are typically served. This meal marks the end of the 
Yom Kippur fast and allows us to replenish our bodies and 
celebrate the completion of this solemn day.



Sisterhood
Get involved, learn more, and join us for upcoming events!

Beth Levin & Sharon Weiss,  
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

We had a great start to the year 
and enjoyed seeing many of 
you at our annual Sisterhood 

and Brotherhood Meet & Greet and our 
Rosh Hashanah Dessert Charcuterie 
program. We’re just getting started!

If you want to get more involved or 
learn more about what Sisterhood is 
all about, please join us on Septem-
ber 10 for our Sisterhood Membership 
Breakfast. Come meet the Sisterhood 
Board and learn about all the fun and 
meaningful things we do, including 
social, religious, and social action 
activities and programs. Learn how we 
raise money to support the synagogue 
and Flom Religious School, and all 
the donations we make to support our 
community. See the myriad of events 
and activities we have planned through-
out the year to appeal to our members 
of all ages. Explore how you can build 
friendships while enriching your Jewish 

identity. Understand how our local Sis-
terhood is supported by the Women of 
Reform Judaism.

Did you know that there are three 
membership levels to join Sisterhood?

Rachel Level: Rachel is our standard 
Sisterhood membership at $54. We strive 
to offer many programs that will appeal 
to our membership while keeping our 
fees low so that Sisterhood is affordable 
and available to women of all ages.

Leah Level: Leah Level is $108. Enjoy 
all the benefits of Rachel level member-
ship listed above plus: Reserved priority 
seating at our YES fund and Star events; 
General recognition at events during the 
year; Extra chances in our prize raffles; A 
special gift; Provides additional support 
toward membership so all members may 
participate in the beauty of Sisterhood.

Sarah Level: Sarah Level is $180. Enjoy 
all the benefits of Rachel and Leah mem-
bership levels listed above plus a voice 
and vote in which community organiza-
tions our Board designates to receive our 
annual charitable donations.

If you would like to join Sisterhood 
or increase your membership level, 
please contact the temple office at 
(813) 876-2377 or office@zedek.org and 
they will be happy to assist you.

Thank you to all of those who 
have already joined Sisterhood. We 
truly value your commitment and 
participation!

Mark your calendars for upcoming 
Sisterhood events:

September 11: Our first monthly book 
club and social event, where you’ll have 
the opportunity to socialize and make 
new friends. These events are open to all 
current and prospective members.

September 28: An evening event, we 
will be hosting Sisterhood in the Sukkah.

October 22: Membership appreci-
ation event! A fun, free event for all 
active members.

Look for our weekly Tuesday emails 
with more details. If you’re not receiving 
these emails, please contact us so we can 
make sure you’re in the know!

We warmly welcome you to Sisterhood! •

Brotherhood
Schaarai Zedek Brotherhood Kicks Off the New Year with 
Exciting Events

Chuck Goldstein, Brotherhood President

T he 2023-2024 Schaarai Zedek 
Brotherhood has started the 
year off with a bang! Our new 

board is hard at work planning a 
variety of events that wil l bring our 
community together.

In July, we kicked off the year with 
a summer mixer. It was great to see so 
many new faces and to hear everyone’s 
ideas for the upcoming year.

Our Brotherhood Kick-Off Party will 
be held on September 21 at the Regency 
at Bayshore Condominiums Clubhouse. 
This is our social event of the season, so 
be sure to mark your calendars!

On October 18, we will be hosting 
our annual Cigars & Cocktails night at 
the J.C. Newman Cigar Factory. This is 
a great chance to learn about cigars and 
cocktails, and to spend some time with 
your fellow Brotherhood members.

These are just a few of the events 
that your Brotherhood has planned for 
you this year. I am looking forward to 
connecting Brotherhood to the con-
gregation, to each other, and to our 
community in a way that shares our love 
for Congregation Schaarai Zedek.

I wish each of you a G’mar Chatimah 
Tovah, May you be inscribed in the Book 
of Life for the year ahead. A happy and 
Healthy New Year - I look forward to 
sharing your brotherhood with you. •

Scan to learn more about 
Sisterhood on our website!

Scan to learn more about 
Brotherhood on our website!

10  September - October, 2023
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Join us for an adventure of a lifetime in Morocco! Explore the 
ancient Jewish communities, meander through the medinas, 
savor the spices and flavors of the local cuisine, and soak up the 
culture from Casablanca to Marrakesh and beyond.

Registration is open now!

Rates:

• Cost per person/double room: $4,892*
• Cost per person/single room: $6,387*
• *Discount available for paying with cash or check

Highlights of the trip include:

• Visiting the mellahs of Casablanca and Marrakesh
• Meeting with Jewish leadership and community members
• Touring the famed Majorelle Garden
• Taking a camel ride in the Agafay region desert
• Learning about Argan oil production
• Attending a Shabbat dinner in Marrakesh

To book your spot, visit www.zedek.org/morocco2024.

Don’t miss this opportunity to experience the magic of Morocco!

Schaarai Zedek Adventure in Morocco!



Amy Gail Buchman Preschool
September 2023
• September 4: Labor Day Holiday/Non-Student Day
• September 15: Rosh Hashanah Play during Shabbat
• September 15: Rosh Hashanah Early Closing
• September 25: Yom Kippur Holiday/Non-Student Day

October 2023
• October 9: Book Fair Kickoff Party
• October 9-13: Book Fair
• October 16-19: School Pictures
• October 20: Noah’s Ark Play during Shabbat
• October 23: Teacher Workday Early Closing

Thursday, October 19, 11:30 AM
An Afternoon of Opera

Join classically trained performers, Guillermo Lopez and Fernando Lopez, for 
an afternoon of music. The program will feature a few songs by F.P. Tosti, one 
of Italy’s best art song composers. His songs are known to blend poetry with 
beautiful lyricism in the musical lines.

Senior Luncheon

Our Senior Luncheons are provided by the
Esther N. & Leo M. Weiss Seniors Endowment Fund

Flom Religious School
Religious School is underway as we had our first session on August 27, and we are so happy to see everyone back at Religious 

School! While September is a short month due to all the holidays, we will be having a busy and fun October with Religious 
School happening every Sunday! Please make sure you allow yourself plenty of time to arrive at school as we are using metal 

detectors upon arrival and we want the students to be in class promptly at 9 a.m.

Important Dates:
September 3 - No Religious School - Labor Day
September 17 - No Religious School - Rosh Hashanah
September 24 - No Religious School - Yom Kippur

Mitzvah Day - November 5, 2023
Do you have a suggestion for an organization that might like to 
participate? Would you like to be a team captain?

Contact Donna Wood at dwood@zedek.org or (813) 876-2377 
ext. 210.

Interested in substitute teaching?
Do you want to further Judaism and enjoy spending time with 
great children? Then become a substitute at our Flom Religious 
School on Sunday mornings! It’s easy and fun. We supply the 
lesson plans and materials for you! Join the team and start 
making a difference.

For more information, please contact Debbie Steinfeld at (813) 
876-2377, ext. 246, or email dsteinfeld@zedek.org.

Gesher L’ Mishpachah: Jewish Family Fun
Your family is invited to join in the adventure!

Who can participate? First-timers and past participants 
can all participate! Even if you’ve completed the program 
before, the experience comes with a new perspective and 
understanding with each passing year!

What will you do? Each family completes 18 easy activi-
ties in the areas of Torah (study), Avodah (worship), and 
G’milut Chasadim (acts of loving kindness) from a list of 
more than 70 activities during this school year. You have 
probably already completed these activities without even 
realizing it!

What happens next? After you complete and submit the 
checklist, you will be honored at a Family Shabbat Service, 
and your family’s name will be engraved on our Gesher 
plaque in the Religious School hallway.

Have any questions? Contact Debbie Steinfeld at 
(813) 876-2377, ext. 246, or dsteinfeld@zedek.org.

12  September - October, 2023
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B’nei Mitzvah

Tali Katz
Parents: Caren & Robert Katz
September 2, 2023

Gabrielle Flitman
Parents: Emelia & David Flitman
September 9, 2023

Kingston Estes
Parent: Jill Estes and Sean Estes
September 23, 2023

Parker Williams
Parents: Jennifer & Darrell Williams
September 23, 2023

Alexandra Brun
Parents: Amy & Joe Brun
October 14, 2023

Noah Storch
Parents: Jill & Eric Storch
October 14, 2023

Adam Greenberger
Parents: Alyssa & Peter Greenberger
October 21, 2023

Jacob Bass
Parents: Annie & Hardee Bass
October 28, 2023

Noah Rosenberg
Parents: Kelly & Simon Rosenberg
October 28, 2023

Welcome New Members
Ugurcan Evci & Asli Arslanbek Evci
Matthew Serricchio & Jennifer Grad
Elyse Hyman
Lloyd Mazer
Adam & Catherine Sageser
Dale Solomon
Ron & Leslie Swichkow
Scott & Marcia Weber
Richard Wittenberg & Lisa Simpson

Jacob Bass

Tali Katz

Noah Storch

Kingston Estes

Lifecycles



Calendar Highlights Please visit www.zedek.org/RSVP for more 
information and to register for all events!

WEDNESDAYS AT 6:30 PM

Intro to Judaism
The Introduction to Judaism 
course is a ten-session series 
that covers the essential aspects 
of the religion, including the 
nature of Judaism, God, Torah, 
worship, life cycle observances, 
and holidays. The course is open 
to everyone who wants to learn 
more about Judaism, regardless 
of their background or level of 
knowledge. It is also required 
for anyone who is planning to 
convert to Judaism.

THURSDAYS AT 6 PM

Treats on the Town
Indulge in frozen treats on us 
during Treats on the Town! It’s 
the perfect opportunity to bring 
your friends and neighbors 
to learn more about Schaarai 
Zedek. We’re excited to meet you 
in your neighborhood!

SEPT 10 & OCT 15 AT 11 AM

Active Adults Pickleball
Learn how to play pickleball and 
meet new players at the only air 
conditioned pickleball facility in 
Tampa Bay. All equipment will be 
provided. Capacity is limited.

SEPT 8 & OCT 13 8 AT 5:30 PM

Tot Shabbat
Tot Shabbat is a special Shabbat 
service for young children and 
their families and a perfect 
opportunity for families to 
connect with each other and 
with their community. Enjoy a 
complimentary family-friendly 
dinner and play time following 
the service.

SEPTEMBER 14 AT 12 PM

Lunch & Learn
Did Darth Vader Really Repent?
A High Holy Day Discussion
Join us for a pre-Rosh Hashanah 
conversation that’s relevant no 
matter which star system you live 
in. Through a combination of Star 
Wars clips and Jewish texts, we’ll 
discuss the meaning of teshuvah 
(repentance) in our lives.

SEPTEMBER 29 AT 5:30 PM

Primary Shabbat
Primary Shabbat is a fun new 
service for children in grades K-2 
and their siblings, followed by a 
complimentary family-friendly 
Shabbat dinner.

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER AT 10 AM

Adult Hebrew
Adult Hebrew, taught by Cantor 
Deborrah Cannizzaro, is a course 
designed for English-speaking 
adults who want to learn to read 
the Hebrew prayers and blessings. 
Whether you took Hebrew “way 
back when” and want a refresher, 
or you have no previous Hebrew 
skills, this is the perfect class to 
enrich your worship experience. 
This class is a prerequisite for an 
Adult B’nei Mitzvah.

OCTOBER 9 AT 9 AM

Active Adults Day Trip
Join us for a day of fun and 
exploration in Tarpon Springs! 
We’ll visit the Replay Arcade 
Museum, have lunch at 
Hellas Greek restaurant, and 
explore the sponge docks. Bus 
transportation and museum 
admission are included in the 
$25 price. The cost of the outing 
does not include lunch, so please 
plan accordingly.

OCTOBER 16 FROM 7-9 PM

Active Adults Shuffleboard
Join us for an evening of 
shuffleboard and socializing at 
Shuffle in the Heights. Schaarai 
Zedek will cover the court 
reservation and appetizers for the 
group. The cost is $5 per person. 
We hope to see you there!

OCTOBER 21 AT 10 AM

Shabbat on the Farm
Join us for a fun and family-
friendly Shabbat at Old 
McMicky’s Farm! Enjoy a brief 
service, guided tours, a light 
lunch, and a snack. Perfect for 
families with young children, 
there will be plenty of activities 
to keep everyone entertained.

OCTOBER 26

Choir of Man at The Straz
This multi-talented cast will take 
you on a journey through pop, 
classic rock, folk, Broadway, and 
pub tunes. The show starts at 
7:30 PM, but we’ll be providing 
dinner at Schaarai Zedek at 5 
PM so you can fuel up for the 
fun. Tickets are $70. Dinner 
at Schaarai Zedek and bus 
transportation are included at no 
additional cost.

OCTOBER 28 AT 6:30 PM

Parents’ Night Out
Enjoy a night out without 
worrying about childcare. Kids 
will have dinner, movies, and 
crafts, while parents enjoy dinner 
and a fun activity with other 
parents.

14  September - October, 2023



Sukkot Sukkot Sukkot Sukkot Sukkot
Erev Shemini Atzeret & 

Simchat Torah
Shemini Atzeret &   

Simchat Torah

Columbus Day

Halloween

9 AM Religious School
10 AM Adult Hebrew
6 PM Sukkot at Armature 
Works

4:30 PM Young Families 
Pizza & Popsicles in the 
Sukkah
6:30 PM Brotherhood 
Board Meeting

7 PM 20s+30s Taco 
Tuesday in the Sukkah

12 PM Midday Mussar 
Lunch & Learn
6 PM SchZFTY Hangout
6:30 PM Sukkot Event for 
Middle/High Schoolers and 
Tweens & Parents

1 PM Game Afternoon
6 PM Sushi & Sake Under 
the Stars (21+ Event)

7 PM Simchat Torah 
Shabbat Service

9 AM Torah Study
9:15 AM Shabbat Yoga
10:30 AM Bagel Minyan

9 AM Religious School
10 AM Adult Hebrew

9 AM Active Adults 
Day Trip

8 AM Coffee Talk: The 
Sandwich Generation
12 PM Midday Mussar 
Lunch & Learn
6:30 PM Intro to Judaism
7 PM Adult Education Class

12 PM Lunch & Learn 4 PM Allegro Hyde Park 
Shabbat Service
5:30 PM Tot Shabbat
7 PM Shabbat Service

9 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM Noah Storch Bar 
Mitzvah
4:30 PM Alexandra Brun 
Bat Mitzvah

9 AM Religious School
10 AM Adult Hebrew
11 AM Jr. SchZFTY Event
11 AM Active Adults 
Pickleball

12 PM Sisterhood Book 
Club
6:30 PM Executive 
Committee Meeting
7 PM Active Adults 
Shuffleboard

12 PM Midday Mussar 
Lunch & Learn
6:30 PM Intro to Judaism
6:30 PM Brotherhood Event

11:30 AM Senior 
Luncheon

7 PM Shabbat Service 9 AM Torah Study
10 AM Shabbat Noach on 
the Farm
4:30 PM Adam Greenberger 
Bar Mitzvah

9 AM Religious School
10 AM Adult Hebrew
6 PM Sisterhood Event

7 PM Board of Trustees 
Meeting

6 PM Sisterhood Event 12 PM Midday Mussar 
Lunch & Learn
6:30 PM Intro to Judaism

12 PM ROMEOs
5 PM CSZ at the Straz - 
Choir of Man
6 PM B’nei Mitzvah Family 
Program

7 PM Shabbat Service 9 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM Jacob Bass Bar 
Mitzvah
4:30 PM Noah Rosenberg 
Bar Mitzvah
6:30 PM Parents’ Night Out

9 AM Religious School
10 AM Adult Hebrew
11:30 AM Chaverim Event

6:30 PM Brotherhood 
Board Meeting

O C T O B E R 2023

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Labor Day

Patriot Day Erev Rosh Hashanah Rosh Hashanah

First Day of Autumn

Kol Nidre Yom Kippur Erev Sukkot Sukkot

7 PM Shabbat Service 9 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM Tali Katz Bat 
Mitzvah

12 PM Midday Mussar 
Lunch & Learn
6 PM SchZFTY Hangout
6:30 PM Intro to Judaism

1 PM Game Afternoon
6 PM Treats on the Town - 
Wesley Chapel

4 PM Allegro Hyde Park 
Shabbat Service
5:30 PM Tot Shabbat
7 PM Shabbat Service

9 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM Gabrielle Flitman 
Bat Mitzvah
6:30 PM Selichot Dinner
7:30 PM Selichot 
Presentation and Service

9 AM Reverse Tashlich
9 AM Religious School
9 AM Sisterhood Event
11 AM Active Adults 
Pickleball
11:30 AM Yeladim Event
11:30 AM B’nei Mitzvah 
Informational Meeting

12 PM Sisterhood Book 
Club
6 PM Sisterhood Event
6:30 PM Executive 
Committee Meeting

6:30 PM 20s+30s HHD 
Happy Hour

8 AM Coffee Talk: The 
Sandwich Generation
12 PM Midday Mussar 
Lunch & Learn
6 PM SchZFTY Meeting
6:30 PM Intro to Judaism

12 PM Lunch & Learn
6 PM Treats on the Town - 
South Tampa

6 PM Early Service
8:30 PM Late Service

8:30 AM Early Service
11:30 AM Late Service
2:30 PM Family Service
3:30 PM Baby Blessings
3:45 PM Tot Service
5 PM Tashlich Service

7 PM Board of Trustees 
Meeting

12 PM Midday Mussar 
Lunch & Learn

11:30 AM Senior 
Luncheon
6:30 PM Brotherhood 
Event

7 PM Shabbat Shuvah 
Service

9 AM Torah Study
4:30 PM Parker Williams 
Bar Mitzvah
5 PM SchZFTY Event

9 AM Woodlawn    
Cemetery Service
10 AM Myrtle Hill Cemetery 
Service
6 PM Early Service
8:30 PM Late Service

8:30 AM Early Service
11:30 AM Late Service
2:15 PM Family Service
2:30 PM Open Discussion
3:45 PM Tot Service
4:30 PM Afternoon Services

12 PM Midday Mussar 
Lunch & Learn
6:30 PM Intro to Judaism

12 PM ROMEOs
6 PM Sisterhood Event

5:45 PM Primary 
Shabbat
7 PM Shabbat Service

9 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM Family Program: 
Sukkot at the Park

S E P T E M B E R 2023

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
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Donations
It is a common Jewish tradition to make a charitable donation both in times of joy and in times of sorrow. Thank you for your generosity 
and thoughtfulness, and your support of our congregation. Schaarai Zedek is strengthened by your support, and your gift makes a 
difference – each and every day. The following gifts were received from June 1 - July 31, 2023.

AMY GAIL BUCHMAN PRESCHOOL ENDOWMENT FUND

in memory of Amy Gail Buchman from Eugene Beck
in memory of Beryle Buchman from Lea & Jeff LeVines

AMY GAIL BUCHMAN PRESCHOOL FUND

in honor of the 2023 Amy Gail Buchman Preschool Graduation 
from Heidi & Scott Shimberg
in honor of Casey Nakamura being on the Temple Board from Joan 
Altshuler & Lee Rubin
in memory of Steven Grupp from Alice & Stanley Rosenthal
in memory of Bruno & Charlotte from Anonymous
in memory of Beryle Buchman from Gary & Lydia Kimler

ASSOCIATE RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND

in appreciation for Rabbi Weiss’s support as Eli Rogovin became a Bar 
Mitzvah from Amy Rogovin
in appreciation for Rabbi Weiss from Marina Reed
in honor of Brody’s Bar Mitzvah from Jennifer & Justin Roth
in honor of the birth of Seraphina Rose Emery from Linda & Don Rich
in honor of Michael Golin’s memorial service from Paige & Dan Sweeney
in memory of Neil Schwartz from Janine & Mike Schwartz
in memory of Fred Hollander from Linda Bogner-Norton

CANTOR DISCRETIONARY FUND

in appreciation for all of Cantor Cannizzaro’s caring and support of Eli 
Rogovin becoming a Bar Mitzvah from Amy Rogovin
in honor of Lynn Heller’s retirement from Heidi & Scott Shimberg
in honor of Brody’s Bar Mitzvah from Jennifer & Justin Roth

CHAIR OF RABBINICS FUND

in memory of Bruno & Charlotte from Anonymous

DUGLIN FAMILY CAMP COLEMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND

in memory of Ava Feldman and Barry Silber, parents of Carlyn Neuman 
from Fern Rabil

ENDOWMENT FUND

general donation from Debbie Williams & Debora Bobo

FLOM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

in memory of Wayne Port, father of Lou Port from Adele & Ralph Ribas

FLOM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL TZEDAKAH FUND

in honor of Lynn Heller’s retirement from Nancy Tishler

FOOD BANK FUND

in memory of Wayne Port from Barbara & Martin Port

MEMORIAL FUND

in memory of Sharon Schein, beloved aunt and sister from Jesse Schein

RABBI DAVID L. ZIELONKA CAMP COLEMAN FUND

in honor of Paula Zielonka’s special birthday from Judith Rosenkranz

RABBI EMERITUS DISCRETIONARY FUND

in memory of Pearl Dubrow from Janine & Mike Schwartz
in memory of Teddy Rausch, Jessica Rausch’s father from Phyllis Feldman

SENIOR RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND

in appreciation for Rabbi Simon officiating as Eli Rogovin became a Bar 
Mitzvah from Amy Rogovin
in honor of the 60th Anniversary of Rheda & Leonard Bloom from Ann 
Goldman
in honor of Brody’s Bar Mitzvah from Jennifer & Justin Roth
in honor of Brody Roth’s Bar Mitzvah from Pola Abram
in memory of Lynne Felman from Al Felman
in memory of Julius Dubrow from Janine & Mike Schwartz
in memory of Joanne Carvalho Spector from Jason, Jenni, & Gabriel Salemi
in memory of Rick Myers from Marcia, Stacey and Toly Naroditsky
in memory of Scott from Pat Taback
in memory of Louis Horowitz from Robin & Scott Katz
in memory of Jean F. Lasday from Ron Lasday
in memory of Louis Gobioff, Rose Gobioff, and Albert Zuckerman 
from Sharon & Bruce Gobioff

SISTERHOOD FLORAL FUND

in memory of Sandra Dreier from Alyce & David Kushner
in memory of George Getz from Barbara Rosenthal
in memory of Lois Tannenbaum from Bev & Arnie Tannenbaum
in memory of Samuel J Mack from Brenda & Warren Mack
in memory of Belle Schulak and Dr. Ben Schulak from Carole 
Cambridge & David Schulak
in memory of Charles Louis Cherry from Carole Cherry
in memory of Howard Spahn from Cindy Spahn
in memory of Magda Guzner from Cynthia Guzner & Rob Macaulay
in memory of Bruce Tishler from Doris Tishler
in memory of R. Greenberg from Elaine Greenberg
in memory of Anne Simmons from Faith & Charles Simmons
in memory of Nellye Friedman from Frances Friedman Williams
in memory of Bernard Goldstein from Gail Goldstein
in memory of Jean Goldstein from Gail Goldstein
in memory of Morton Kotler from Gwen Kotler
in memory of Sandra Dreier from Joy & Gerald Lolli
in memory of Nancy Neiman from Linda & Evin Netzer
in memory of Esther LeVine from Lisa & Marc LeVine
in memory of Michael J. Mendelsohn and Tiba S. Mendelsohn from Lynn 
Mendelsohn
in memory of Jon Louis Courson Jr and Jon Courson III from Lyris & 
Eric Newman
in memory of Elaine Rogan and Margaret Davis from Lyris & Eric 
Newman
in memory of Jack Israeloff from Marcia Israeloff & Paul Jacobsen
in memory of Rae Israeloff from Marcia Israeloff & Paul Jacobsen
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Schaarai Zedek offers a variety of donation opportunities so all members can participate in the mitzvah of tzedakah at whatever level is comfortable. 
For more information about our different funds and various ways to give, please visit: www.zedek.org/donate

in memory of Jose R Almorza from Margarita Almorza
in memory of Herman Kessler Moore from Marianne Fisher & David 
Moore
in memory of Joshua M Perfit from Rosemary Perfit
in memory of Carl Zuckerman from Sara Kornblau & Andrew Medlin
in memory of Dora Buff from Sharon Krackov & Jerome Buff
in memory of Elizabeth R Alden from Susan Alden & Robert Hauser
in memory of John H Alden from Susan Alden & Robert Hauser
in memory of Florence Gelb from Traci Klein

SISTERHOOD SOCIAL ACTION FUND

in memory of Barry Silber & Ava Feldman from Frankie & Ronald 
Linsky
in memory of Audrey Haubenstock from Karen Haubenstock & Artie 
Jacobowitz



CHALLENGE DONORS
Eileen & Bruce Goldenberg
Marcy & Marc Kaufman,  

Ashley & Jacob Kaufman, 
Taylor & Steve Castor

Debbie & Todd Rosenthal, 
Kaitlin & David Rosenthal, 
Jaclyn & Jacob Himeles

Schaarai Zedek Sisterhood
Myra & Mark Wolfson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

CHAVER ($18,000+)
Sharon & Bruce Gobioff*
Anonymous*

TIKKUN OLAM ($12,500+)
Lyris & Eric Newman*

BET HAKNESSET ($10,000+)
Selime & Bert Boksen
Cheryl & Steven Fisher

MASSIM TOVIM ($7,500+)
Suzette & Monroe Berkman
Karessa & Stuart Lasher
Lynne Merriam*
Rose & Jules Saland*

TZEDEK ($5,000+)
Susan Kessler & Jeffrey Berger
Rabbi Richard &   

Donna Birnholz

Cookie & Booky Buchman*
Shanna & Bryan Glazer*
Kim & Dan Goldberg*
Joel Karpay
Darcie & Joel Kassewitz*
Laura & Gary Kleinman
Carolyn Kurtz
Alicia LeVine*
Richard Levine
Janet McEnery*
Lee & Saul Rachelson
Susie & Mitchell Rice
Sara & Morton Richter
Ann & David Rosenbach
Mary Sue & Fred Rothenberg
Karen & Brian Shanberg*
Heidi & Scott Shimberg*
Holly & Dan Singer*
Rena & Joel Singer
Elaine & Otto Weitzenkorn

RACHAMIM ($3,600+)
Tonya & Peter Benstock
Pat & Mitch Forman
David Gemunder*
Susie & Lex Goldenberg
Robin & Scott Katz
Dana & Evan Konwiser
Rosalynne & Arthur Miller*
Leah Perlman & Michael Poch
Richard Rudolph
Rabbi Joel Simon
Marian Winters

CHESED ($3,000+)
Gloria & Herb Berkowitz
Phyllis & Irwin Browarsky
Gayle & Dennis Geagan
Jerilyn & Stu Goldsmith
Lisa & Marc LeVine*
Aida & Charles Weissman*

AHAVA ($2,500+)
Janet & Bob Blackburn
Robin & Michael Brodsky
Erin & Seth Cooper*
Cris & David Gilden
Karen & Michael Greene*
Traci & Daniel Klein
Carlen & Jonathan Mines*
Ellie & Joe Probasco*
Gisele & Daniel Shapiro*
Michele & Scott Shapiro*
Mariela & Scott Shear
Elizabeth & Jim Shimberg

CHAI ($1,800+)
Janie & Marty Borell*
Cantor Deborrah Cannizzaro
Samara Sodos &   

Gregory Celestan*
Suzanne Clemons*
Francine & Richard Dobkin
Sheila & Dick Eatroff
Nadine & Dennis Feldman
Judy & Dave Felman*
Leigh & Scott Feuer
Ellie Fishman
Barbara & Allan Goldman

Kellie & Michael Haber
Kathy & Mark Heller
Lauri & David Hochberg
Debbie & Fred Hoffman
Andi & Kenny Jacobs
Barbara & Aydin Keskiner
Julie & Michael Kittredge*
Susan & Richard Leisner*
Karen & Jon Levy
Vicki & Craig Linn
Deborah Fineman &  

Michael Logan*
Lori & Stuart Markman
Carla & Howard Markowitz
Cindy & Tony Minetti
Carol & Lawrence Muroff
Lauren & Edward Nast
Emily & Zach Nolan*
Leslie & John Osterweil
Ann & Ronald Rudolph*
Monica & Andrew Sams*
Mary Ann & Marty Schaffel
Rose Schiff
Tammy & Seth Schimmel
Francie & Murray Shames
Kailie & Maurice Shaw*
Vicki & Joel Sokolik
Evelyn Straus
Bev & Arnie Tannenbaum
Bob Tannenbaum
David Tornek*
Alyssa & Steven Weinberger*
Missy & Alan Weiner*
Renee & Mark Wiskup
Donna & Tom Wood

This past year, our challenge gifts, donated by several notable congregant families: Eileen and Bruce Goldenberg; the Marcy and Marc 
Kaufman, Ashley and Jacob Kaufman and Taylor and Steve Castor family; the Debbie and Todd Rosenthal, Kaitlin and David 
Rosenthal, and Jaclyn and Jacob Himeles family; Myra and Mark Wolfson; Schaarai Zedek Sisterhood; and three anonymous 

donors; went to our Eternal Light Endowment.

The Eternal Light Endowment ensures that we can provide an inspiring Jewish home for generations to come. For every new or 
increased dollar added to this year’s campaign, our challenge will provide funds toward securing our congregation’s future.

2022-2023 TORAH CIRCLE DONORS
We express our gratitude to our congregants. Thank you for your commitment to our temple through your Torah Circle Pledge.
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Rob Zamore
Paula & Carl Zielonka

SIMCHA ($1,000+)
Melanie & Rudy Acosta*
Leslie Aidman
Robert Applebaum*
Lisa Rohatiner & Craig 

Behrenfeld
Jessica & Brian Boksen
Joyce Whitman Tawil &  

David Bruck
Andrea & Sandy Dolgin
Evan Duglin
Julie & Warren Fisher
Frances Friedman Williams
Jennifer & Nick Friedman*
Dana & Eric Gruman
Lynne & Larry Hyman*
Margaret Rose & Jeremy Kirtz*
Michele Fleeter-Miller &   

Mark Miller
Lois & Jay Older
Carolann Osiason
Laura & David Osterweil
Rosemary Perfit
Carrie Lesser Pfeil & Chris Pfeil
Lori & Alan Rash*
Debbie & Steve Rovner
Amanda & Stephen Saft
Dawn & Douglas Schocken
Lori & David Schwartz
Jane & Stephen Sergay
Andrea Graham &  

Geoffrey Simon
Allison & David Singer
Diane & Paul Slakter
Adrianne Sundheim
Karie & Stephen Swindal*
Karen & Sergio Waksman*
Leigh Ann & Don Weinbren
Rabbi Michael Weiss
Kathi Hunter-Wolf &  

Sheldon Wolf
Linda Fries Woolf &  

Walter Woolf*
Roberta & Gary Zamore
Cynthia & Peter Zinober

KAVOD ($750+)
Lindsay & Joshua Bomstein
William Kalish*
Mark Linsky*
Jill & Rod Neuman
Julie & Keith Roher
Judith Rosenkranz*
Claire & Robert Roth
Conrad Weller

SHALOM ($500+)
Pam & Josh Adler
Baird Foundation, Inc.*
Nancy & Peter Berman
Debbie Williams &  

Debora Bobo*
Carole Cherry
Betty Cohen
Vanessa & Ron Cohn*
Susan & David Glickman*
Phyllis & Gary Gould
Sherri & Jeffrey Greenberg*
Shelley & Lee Grossbard
Tricia & Andy Hirsch
Gail & Steve Holtzman
Kay & Maril Jacobs
Marcia Israeloff & Paul Jacobsen
Kelley & David Jacobson
Sonny Jacobson*
Andrea & Michael Katz
Caren & Robert Katz*
Lauren & PJ Kiernan*
Janet & Andrew Knust
Russell LaFuente*
Iris & Bill Lazarus
Frankie & Ronald Linsky*
Brenda & Warren Mack
Steven Mandel
Connie Mansfield
Cindy & Mark Mellman
Andi & Ron Parker
Andrea Zelman & T. Clay Phillips
Shayne Plosker*
Allison & Robert Polender*
Nicole & Ethan Polsky
Shirley & Harry Richter
Allen Root*
Nancy Bell & Ron Rotella
Judith Rothburd
April & Gordon Schiff
Sarah & Chuck Shanberg*
Melinda & James Sheer
Martin Shine
Cindy Spahn
Martha & Jonathan Stein
Mike Stein*
Gail & Andy Titen
Ruth VanDyke*
Joan & Marc Wadler
Anne & Greg Yadley

BERACHA ($250+)
Margarita Almorza
Becky Ferrell-Anton &  

David Anton
Grace & Felix Ayub*
Johanna & Sheldon Barat
Anne & Ian Bernstein
Lora & Michael Black
Teddi & Benjie Bloomston

Karen & Marc Blumenthal
Nicole & Stefan Bozik*
Sharon Krackov & Jerome Buff*
Gary Cass
Korakot & Adam Cohen
Chuyeon & Marc Cohen*
Dharshini Tambiah Cohen & 

Warren Cohen
Yvette & Rodolfo Eichberg
Jolene & Neil Fabricant
Marilyn & Robert Farber
Amanda & Daniel Fleischbein*
Megan Connison &   

Ben Gersten*
Sandy & Steve Gersten
Ann Goldman
Gail Goldstein
Alyce Gross
Jamie Haischer*
Joyce Hartmann Karpay*
Susan Alden & Robert Hauser
Randy & Eric Hausmann*
Jessica Rausch & Mark Helm
Lyn & Richard Hirsch
Naomi Jaffe
Claudia & Bruce Kahan*
Joyce & Barry Karpay
Ron Lasday
Cynthia Ferencz &  

Stuart Levine*
Karen & Michael Linsky
Haley Cohen & Timothy Lovell*
Judy Manowitz
Lyn Meyerson*
Kate Levenstien North & 

Fletcher North*
Edda Page
Carole & Lyle Philipson
Lauren & Lou Port*
Marcia & Jack Reiber
Kaitlin & David Rosenthal
Joan Altshuler & Lee Rubin
Jennifer & Jason Salemi*
Ilana Leopold & Jesse Schein*
Nancy & Jeff Seligsohn
Phyllis & Robert Shaw
Dara Simon*
Sandra Sroka*
Harvey Stahl
Leslie & Richard Stein
Sherry Stein
Brian Waksman
Shelly & Steven Walk
Becky & Sam Wax
Becky & Rick Weinberg
Gloria Weinberger
Debra & Scott Zepeda

*Donation is new or increased
from last year and is matched 
by the Torah Circle Challenge 
Donors
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